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THE SCREENPLAY: BLUEPRINT FOR MOVIE MAGIC
Arts & Sciences 138.**, Freshman Seminar
WI 08, 2 Credit Hours
Day/Time TBD
Room TBD
Instructors


Office

Dr. John Davidson &

4108 Smith Labs



Brian R. Hauser
e-mail



Office Hours

Davidson.92@sou.edu
M – F, 11am to 1pm
Hauser.9@osu.edu
Course Description
Where do those big-screen, summer blockbusters and thoughtful, character-driven art house dramas come from?  The quest for record ticket sales, critical acclaim, or a place in cinema history begins with a screenplay.  In this seminar students will explore the feature-length movie screenplay as a form all its own.  We will read three feature-length screenplays (including one yet-to-be-produced comedy!) and discuss the different types of screenplays and the functions they serve at different stages of the Hollywood production process.  We will also explore the structural elements of screenplays and how some screenplays follow age-old conventions, while others attempt to break rules in intriguing new ways.  Finally, we will briefly examine several dramatic theories—from the ancient to the very modern—that screenwriters have used to practice their craft.  NOTE: This seminar is a not a course in screenwriting, but it will certainly be useful for anyone interested in understanding how screenplays work.

Required Texts

Budd Schulberg.  On the Waterfront: The Final Shooting Script.  Samuel French Trade, 1988.
Charlie Kaufman.  Adaptation.  (Newmarket Shooting Script Series)  Newmarket Press, 2003.
Course Packet containing Harlem Vacation (an un-produced, feature-length screenplay) by Andy Rose and additional class notes
Course Policies
· Attendance: Students will only be allowed two (2) unexcused absences before receiving an Unsatisfactory (U) grade for the course.  Absence due to illness should be documented.  Work is not an acceptable excuse.
· Class Participation: All students are expected to contribute meaningfully to the in-class experience by offering thoughtful responses and comments based on the assigned readings and class discussions.
· Reading Journals: Students will complete and turn in regular reading journals.  Journal prompts will be provided, but students are encouraged to explore their own ideas, as well.
Grading
This course will use a Satisfactory/Unsatisfactory (S/U) grade.  The percentage of the final grade will be broken down as follows:
Class Participation
40%

Reading Journals
60%

In this course, a final score of 60% or better is a Satisfactory (S) grade.
Academic Integrity 

For all the assignments for this course, the Code of Student Conduct of The Ohio State University is in effect. Academic misconduct is defined as: Any activity that tends to compromise the academic integrity of the university, or subvert the educational process. Examples of academic misconduct include, but are not limited to:

1. Violation of course rules as contained in the course syllabus or other information provided to the student; violation of program regulations as established by departmental committees and made available to students;

2. Submitting plagiarized work for an academic requirement. Plagiarism is the representation of another's work or ideas as one's own; it includes the unacknowledged word-for-word use and/or paraphrasing of another person's work, and/or the inappropriate unacknowledged use of another person's ideas;

3. Submitting substantially the same work to satisfy requirements for one course that has been submitted in satisfaction of requirements for another course, without permission of the instructor of the course for which the work is being submitted;

4. For an extended version of these examples please refer to http://studentaffairs.osu.edu/resource_csc.asp
To avoid plagiarism, students must make sure that they:

1. Always cite their sources (following the MLA format)

2. Read the guidelines for written assignments more than once

3.  If in doubt consult with your professor.

Students with Disabilities 

Any student who feels s/he may need an accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact me privately to discuss your specific needs. Please contact the Office for Disability Services at 614-292-3307 in room 150 Pomerene Hall to coordinate reasonable accommodations for students with documented disabilities. Or visit the internet address of this office at http://www.ods.ohio-state.edu for more information.

Weekly Schedule
Week 1 – Introduction 
READ: N/A
DUE: N/A
Week 2 – Screenplay Form 

READ: On the Waterfront, pp. 3 - 40; course packet, pp. 1 - 5
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 3 – Screenplay Functions 

READ: On the Waterfront, pp. 40 - 100; course packet, pp. 6 - 9
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 4 – Screenplay Types 

READ: On the Waterfront, pp. 100 - 140; course packet, pp. 10 - 15
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 5 – Screenplay Structure: The Beat and the Scene
READ: Harlem Vacation, pp. 1 - 12; course packet, pp. 16 - 20
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 6 – Screenplay Structure: The Sequence and the Act
READ: Harlem Vacation, pp. 13 - 85
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 7 – Screenplay Structure: Three-, Four-, and Five-Act Structure
READ: Harlem Vacation, pp. 86 - 110
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 8 – Dramatic Theories: Aristotelian, Egrian, Archetypal
READ: Adaptation, pp. 4 - 35; course packet, pp. 21 - 30
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 9 – Industry Handbooks: Field, Hunter, Mckee
READ: Adaptation, pp. 35 - 90; course packet, pp. 31 - 40
DUE: Reading Journal
Week 10 – Wrap-up
READ: Adaptation, pp. 90 - 133; course packet pp.
DUE: Reading Journal

